BAI
MJC1
Dr. Vandana Singh

THE MAHABHARATA

Mahabhorato means 'the great tale of the Bhawatww dynasty', where the
term ' Mahaw meany greak. This sacred epic devived ity naune by
combining the Savuskiit word 'Maha with the Hindi word "Bharat .
Bhawat is the name given to-Indiov. Therefore; the name Mahabharato
not only signifies o great storvy of the Bhawatw Dynasty but also- means
Indio being Great.

The Mahabharatw is o orally - trawvsmitted story from about the 8thvor
9thv century BC and. ity written form was only finaliged irnv about the 4th
century AD. The story was compiled by Vyasa who- also- appears in the
story. [ The Mahabhorata, also-called, The Kurukshetra Wawr is ov wow
described inthe Hinduw-epic, Mahabharato.

The Previous Generations King Vichitrowivyo of the Hastinapuwrow
Kingdom passed away before hawing any sons; so-Vyasa, who-was his
stepbrother, was arvanged to- impregnate the king’s two-wives and av
maid. Thus thwee sons were born. Dhwitowashtra was the sonw of the first
wife, Panduw was the son of the second wife, and Vidur was the son of the
maid.

THE BEGINNING The story beging invthe age of the ruler Bhawato. During
his time, the world is full of people following dhowrmov. (individuwal's duty
fulfilled by observance of custom or law) But the most important pawt of
the lineage s the two- brothers born one is Dhwtawrastra, who-woulds
become king were he not born blind, and the other is the younger
Pandu, who-indeed does become king. Dhwtawastrow iy born 100 sons by
his wife Gandhowy, and Pandw g bovn five sons by a vawiety of women,
each the incawnate of a god: Arjunay, Bhimay, Yudhisthira, Nakuwla, and
Sahadeva. A sixtiv brother, Karna iy bor in secret and raised by av Sutow
(Sutos awve awtisty or stovytellers of some type.) despite; like his brothers;
being borw into-the Ksatriyo caste. Dhwtoarastra’s son Duryodhana leads
the other 99 brothers;, and has o seething hatred for the Pandavas; or
Pandw's sons. Both Yudhisthivro and Duryodhoano ave granted

kingdoms by Dhwtawrastra.


https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/themahabharatapptx/254019541#1
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/themahabharatapptx/254019541#1
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/themahabharatapptx/254019541#3
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/themahabharatapptx/254019541#4
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/themahabharatapptx/254019541#5

BAI
MJC1
Dr. Vandana Singh

Kuwntt and Madri- Pandw's wives PANDU FIVE SONS

U Arjunov

1 Bhimov

1 Yudhisthivro

I Nakulow

1 Sahadevow

DHRTARASTRA'S SON

1 Duwryodhano leads the other 99 brother
1 Gandhowi- DHRTARASTRA'S wife

Dhutawraustral s sons owe all demons; led by the most wicked one
Dwryodhana, tries mowvy times to- kill Pandw's sovw and, later, set
Panduw's sons’ house o fire to- kil all five of thew at once. Bhima sowves
his brothers and mother from the fire, and this mawks av shift fromv
plawful fighting between the cousing to-a more acrimonious, warlike
relationship. The five brothers mawry the princess Draunpadi. [
Dhwtawrastra awards kingdowms to- bothv Duwyodhana and Yudhisthvivo.

Book 2: The Hall After Yudhisthirow iy covsecrated as king, Duryodhana
schemes to-take his kingdom. So; Duryodhana challenges Yudhisthiva to-
a dice game. Duryodhana imploves Yudhisthira to-participate, and
Yudhisthivow determines that it's his dharma to-play despite being av
terrvible gambler. He gradually gambles away his entive kingdom ands
the freedom of his wife; but Dhwtawastrow comwmands Duryodhana to- gives
Yudhisthivaw one more change. Duwryodhana agrees; saying that if
Yudhisthivraw loses he and the other Pandovas must live invexide for 12
years and spend av 13thv year inv disguise, and if they're recogniged; they
nmust spend another 12 years invexile. Yudhisthivo loses.

Book 3: The Forest

[ The brothers and Draupadi spend the 12 years of exile in the forest,.
Duwring this period of time, Arjuna is granted a celestial weapow by the
god Indra. Draupadi iy kidnapped and brought back.

Book 4: Viratw During their 13th year, the Pandavas toke refuge in the
king Viratw's palace; posing as former subjecty of Yudhisthira. Draupadi
poses as v maidservant to- maintoin her independence. It's o eventful
yeaw, withv v rape attempt on Draupadi that leads to- Bhimaov
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slaughtering all of the aggressor's supporters and Arjuna helping
Virata's sonw winv back cattle from thieves. The brothers make it through
the 13th yeowr undetected despite these showy adventures

The Perseverance : Yudhisthivaw returng to-take his kingdom back; but
learns Duryodhana has no- intention of turning it over. Duryodhana
clearly wanty waw, but Krsnaw advises Yudhisthivo to- ask for av peacefuls
trowmsfer of power first. Duryodhano denies this peaceful transfer, clearly
desiring waw despite being chided by everyone close to-him. The two-
sides prepawe for waw. Krsna tells the Yudhisthiva that evenw thoughv he
will equip Duryodhana with soldiers, he will side withv the Pandavas.

Book 6: Bhisma

At the beginning of the battle Krsna recites the Bhagovad Gito to-
Arjunay, explaining the tenets of dhawrmaw and action, and specifically
Arjunavs duty to-fight in this wawr witivav preovdained outcome. After o
sustained conflict between Arjuna and Krsnay, Arjuna finadly kills
Bhisma onthe 10th day of the waw, and Bhisma chooses to-lay o o beds
of awrowy and deloy the date of his deati.

Book 7: Drona Dronay, Arjuna’'s former militowy trainer, is appointed the
new comunander of Duryodhoana's army. He iy a fearsome fighter, so-the
Pandavas devise a plan to-trick Drona into- defying his dharmay
making himself ready to-die. Yudhisthiva tells Drona that Bhimow killed
Asvatthamany, which iy the name of Drona's sov. Invreality, Bhimav
killed awnv elephant naumed A svatthamon. Drona flies into-av fit of rage
and violates his dharma by massacring soldiers he shouldwt kill. Whesv
he realiges what has happened, he lays doww his arms and accepty his
deati.

Book 8: Kmrnaw Duryodhana beging to-grasp that his coumpaigw iy
doomed;, but at Kawrna's request, he appointy Karna the new commander
of his awrmy. Kaurnaw and, Arjunaw meet on the battlefield in o bloody
exchange; invwhich Kawrnw is slowly brutaliged and killed.

Book 9: Salya Salya iy appointed the next and, ultimately, funal
commander of Duryodhana's awrmy. He iy quickly killed by Yudhisthirou
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Duwryodhana flees to- hide inv av lake; knowing the end of the wau i
imminent, but the Pandovas find him. Bhimaow kills hinw inv v match withv
clubs; using an unfair strike. Despite the protests of observers and
Duwryodhana hinuself, Krsnaw ordaing the strike; saying it was within
Bhima's dhawrmovw and, that Duwryodhano had acted, inv adhowrmov by
nstigating the war.

Book 10: The Night-Raid

HAmong the handful of Kawravas surviving, Asvatthamany sneaks into-
the Pandawvas camp and massacres everyone i it, some of thew in such
a way that they do-not die aproper warrior's deativand can't attain
heaven.

Book 11: The Womenw Yudhisthiraw visity Dhwtoavastra, who- is mowrning
over the deativ of all of his sons. Likewise, the Kauwavas wives confront
Yudhisthivaw about massacring their husbands. Whenw Dhiwtorastror sees
Bhima, he tries to- kil him, but Krsnav tricks Dhwtorastra into- attacking
o effigy of Bhimaw instead. There is o funeral pyre for the Kaurovas and
thenw av ritual at the Ganga river. At the Ganga, Yudhisthiva leawrns that
Karna was his brother, and plunges into-grief.

Book 12: Tranquility Yudhisthirow iy ambivalent about taking hig
throne;, but agrees to- it to-honor Dhvtowastra.. The Pandewvas travel to-
visit the dying Bhisma, who-asks for o pillow from Arjuna, but means
that he wanty move arvows to-rest his head onw. Bhisma beging av
philosophical covwersation withy Yudhisthivaw on his duties as av king
oand the nature of dhawrma.

Book 13: Instructionw Bhisma's and Yudhisthiral's conversation
continues, as they tolk about how to-live well and abide by dhoawmaoy, as
well as about women. Bhisma tells DHRTARASTRA'S that he should
consider the Pandovas his own sons, and forget about his wicked sons
that have gone to-hell. Bhisma dies and is cremated.

Book 14: The Horse Sacrifice Yudhisthira hesitates to-resuune ruling;
but Krsnaw instructy him to-undertake o hovse sacrifice ritual to- cleanse
the world. Arjuna rides the white hovse that will be sacrificed arounds
the former sites of battle and fends off vawious aggressors. After the
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Jjouwrney, the horse and many other animals awre sacrificed in avpyre;
and the smoke from the hovse's burning intestinal sac does the

purifying.

Book 16: The Clubs .Krsna i hinuself killed by av hunter naumed Joara,
which iy Sanskr it for "old age.” He ascends and rejoing the gods. Without
Krsna, Arjuna iy unable to- defend the Vrsni women from av kidnapping
by awpack of thieves. He returng to-tell his brothers of his defeat.

Book 17: The Great Jowrney With Krsnow dead, Yudhisthiraw decides it is
his time to- die as well. He leaves the thwone to- Pariksit, and he and his
brothers set out on av journey to-trawvel the world. In the mountaing, the
brothers and Draunpadi die one by one: When Yudhisthiraw is met by
Indra to-be taken inv v chawriot to-heaverny, Yudhisthivaw refuses to-leave
his dog behind, since it was loyal to-him. The dog transforms into-the
god of dhawrmaw and pravises Yudhisthvivaw for his virtuousness.

Book 18: The Ascent to-Heaven Yudhisthiraw only finds Duryodhanaw inv
heawven and iy baffled. He demands to-be taken to- where his brothers
are; s0-he i taken to-hell. There, Yudhisthiraw soays he will stovy withv his
brothery irvutead of choosing to-go-to-heawen. Indrow informs him that
this was the final test that he passed, and he and all the Pandovas are
sent to-heaveny, while Duryodhana iy condemmned, to-hell.

Yudhishtraw  The eldest of the Pandoawva brothers, Yudhisthivaw is theiv
games he plays lands him, his wife, and his brothers inv exile for 13
years; which precipitates o wow between the Pandoavas and
Duryodhanow. Yudhisthivaw iy described as living fully by dharmay, and
intwrn always ha the gods on his side. [ Arjuna One of the Pandavas
brothers; Arjuna iy dubbed the "wealth-winmner." He iy the greatest
waurior of all the brothers, hawing been trained by his futwre militowy
opponent Drona. Arjunav is ov skilled archer and populaw withy women. [
Karna Kawrnovw iy techmically the oldest of the Pandovar brothers, but wos
raised by adoptive pawrents, and thervefore does not consider himself pawt
of the family. He fighty alongside Duvyodhana, and i ultimately killed
by Arjuna. The Pandavas are devastated to-later leawn that Karna was
one of their oww. [ Bhishuna was the elder brother of the grandfather of
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botivthe Pandavas and the Kauravas, and a prominent statesmaony of

the Kuwrw Kingdom. He was also-the sow of Ganga and was o imumortal
as he had o boow of dying only when he wanted to-

Dhwitowashtraw  The blind king of Hastinapuwr who-believes his
blindmness is v cunrse upon him, he gives bivtivto-100 sons who- are
demony incawnate. The most powerful of these sons iy Duryodhana, who-
leads the 100 brothers into-waw against the Pandovas. From early on,
Dhritowrashtraw i well awowre that fate is working against Duryodhana,
and the blind king pleads withv his sovw over and over to-compromise
with the Pandowvas, lest he violate dhormov. || Draumpadi; heroic princess
of Mahabharatw, was the daughter of King Drupada of Panchal, and
wife of the Pandoavas - the five brothers.

Draupadi The wife of the five Pandava brothers, Dranpadi is o
celebrated princess who- iy widely regowded as the most beauntiful womeuwn
invthe world. During their years in exile; Draupadi must pose as av
maidservant and suffer o series of indignities; including awv attempted
rape by one of Duryodhana's brothers. The hwmiliation she suffers ends
up being one of the causes of the great battle that the Mahabharato
revolves awound. [1 Duryodhanav| The leader of 100 demow brothers who-
are all borw of the blind king Dhritoawashtra, Duryodhana is portrayed
as living inv flagrant violatiow of dhawrma. He iy motivated by greed,
Jjealouwsly, and a desire for retribution; tricking Yudhisthiraw into- v dice
game that ultimately robs the Pandawvas of their kingdom, and gladly
engaging thew in wor whew they retuwrn from exile and seek what is
rightfully theirs. Duryodhana hides in av lake after all his wawriors are
killed, and is Wlimately killed by Bhimov. Inthe afterlife, he resides inv
hell.

Bhimow The strongest of the Pandavas; Bhima is oftenv the brother who-
kills the brothers greatest enemies and protectors them from their most
skilled aggressors. Bhima is often described as "wolf-bellied and is
ruthless inv acty of violence.

Krsnaw The god who- assisty the Pandavas throughout the storvy, Krsnow
helps them understand their dharma as ruders and fightery in the war,
and, constantly reassures them that any violent act they have
trepidation about iy mondated by faitiv. His speech on dhawrma and
action to-Arjuna iy knoww as the "Bhagovad Gitw," and has beerv
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accepted as central to-the Hinduw tradition alongside the traditional

Vedic texty. || Dronavl| At the time of the stovy, Dronav is o 85 -yeauw -old
mawnv who-fighty like av 16 -yeowr-old. Even though he fights on behalf of
Duryodhana, he shawes a close bond with the Pandavas; having trained
Arjunaw as v wawrrior. Like many in Duryodhoana's army, and unlike
Duryodhoana himself, Drona iy ov strict adhervent of dhowmay, and lavys
down his weapons to-accept his deatihv at the Pandava’'s hand whewn he
violates his dhoawrma on the battlefield.

Vyasow

As depicted invthe story, Vyasaw is the nowrator of the entivety of the
Mahabhorato epic, dictating the tale to-Ganesha. The historical Vyasow
s popularly considered to-hove written the Mahabhorato and is
considered one of the severw immortal beings in the Hinduw tradition.

Gandhowi- DHRTARASTRA'S wife

Bhishwmay, played awvv integral role i Mahabharato. He was the
supreme conunander of the Kaurovo forces during the Kurukshetra Wowr
mentioned invthe Hinduw epic Mahabharato.

Dhawrma The specific role and responsililities o persov iy fated to- have,
exclusive to-that person and specific to-his caste. It canvonly be satisfied
Adharmo Living inv wicked defiance of one’'s dhowmay, oftevv choosing
wutead to-live by greed or enwy.

Covusecratiow The ritual by which a king takes his throne
1 Caste Systenmv

The Hindw class system,, determined by birthv Here iy the Breakdoww of
the Fowr Main Castes:

[ Braluming: The highest and most esteemed caste. These people often
hold the job-of priest or teacher.

O Kshatriyas: The second coste. These people are often knoww
traditionally as ‘warriors.” They oftenv hold the job-of faormer, trader, or
merchankt.

0 Vaishyas: The third caste. These people oftenv hold the job- of fawrmer,
trader, or merchant.
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1 Shudras: The fourtihv caste. These people arve often those that do-

monuald labowr



